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ABSTRACT

In an effort to provide a sound basis for educational
accountability for preschool programs, the Arizona Early Childhood Education
(ECE) Standards were developed as a framework for literacy-based programs for
3- and 4-year-olds and to provide parents with a basic understanding of
indicators of early learning. These standards, to be adopted by Arizona's
Family Literacy Programs in July 2004, will be used in combination with to-
be-developed standards for English Language Learners and the Parents and
Children Together components of family literacy programs and a comprehensive
professional development program. This guide details the standards, including

their development. The standards are organized within six broad domains: (1)
language and literacy; (2) mathematics; (3) science; (4) physical
development; (5) health and safety; (6) social and emotional develcpment; and

(7) the arts. Within each domain are several components: a rationale
statement, a context statement for each standard within each domain, a
standard statement, benchmark statements, and corresponding indicators and
sub-indicators. Each standard progresses from broad, general statements to
specific, measurable delineations of skills and concepts. Standards, related
benchmarks, indicators, and sub-indicators are listed in a loose
developmental progression from Phase 1 to Phase 3, with Phase 3 describing
the ideal experiences and knowledge of entering kindergartners. Included with
each indicator or sub-indicator are examples to make the standards more
accessible toc teachers and parents and an indication of the correlating K-12
standards. The guide concludes with a glossary of relevant terms and
concepts. (KB)
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State of Arizona

Department of Education

Tom Horne
Superintendent of
Public Instruction

March 31, 2003

Dear Parents and Educators:

There is a growing consensus within the field of education that a greater emphasis be placed on young
children’s conceptual learning, especially acquisition of language and literacy.

This work demonstrates a timely effort on the part of a broad, cross-section of Arizona’s Early
Childhood Educators to proactively build a consistent curricular framework that demonstrates a move
forward in the focus given to language and literacy skills In early childhood programs. This will be a
great aid in our challenge to enable children to become truly proficient in English, and will increase their
chance for success with reading well before the end of third grade.

Additionally, this document focuses on the substance of what is taught to three and four year old
children. Arizona’s Early Childhood Education Standards represent a strong foundation for children
entering Kindergarten.

All children can meet high academic standards. It is the school’s responsibility to ensure that all
children are ready for success in school and meet high academic standards. These standards can serve as

the foundation of educational accountability for programs serving three and four year old children.

Perhaps most importantly, this document will provide parents with a resource they can use in their role
as their child’s first teacher.

I commend the teams of Early Childhood Educators who participated in this initiative for their great
contribution to Arizona’s young learners.

Sincerely,

T Har

Tom Horne
Superintendent of Public Instruction

1535 West Jefferson, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 * 602-542-4361 » www.ade.az.gov
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State of Arizona
Department of Education

Tom Horne
Superintendent of
Public Instruction

March 31, 2003

Dear Parents and Educators:

The Arizona Early Childhood Education Standards were developed as a proactive initiative by a broad
cross section of Early Childhood Educators in Arizona who ere passionate about the importance of
childrens’ early learning to their later success in school.

Both at the state and federal levels, mandates have been implemented for program accountability in

early childhood education. Although developed as the foundational step of program accountability

within Arizona’s state- and federal-funded Family Literacy programs, these Standards can serve as the

framework for any literacy-based preschool program for three and four year old learner- regardless of

the funding source. By developing and implementing standards, early childhood educators ensure that a
" consistent set of identified core knowledge and skills become a part of every child’s preschool years.

Educators will use this document as a framework for teaching and learning. Parents will find this
document helpful in providing them with a basic understanding of indicators or early learning. This
knowledge will enhance their ability to participate actively in their children’s learning in their roll as
their child’s first and most important teacher.

I want to express my sincere appreciation to the many outstanding early childhood educators who
contributed their expertise and energy to this remarkable initiative. I am deeply grateful for their
significant contributions to Arizona’s Family Literacy programs, and to the broader community of early
childhood education.

Sincerely,

Kacin nnts

Karen Liersch
Deputy Associate Superintendent
Adult and Family Literacy Education

ERIC 1535 West Jefferson, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 + 602-542-4361 « www.ade.az.gov
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